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COMPLIANCE CHECKLIST 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT AREA-5 

HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS – STEEP SLOPES 

Checklist for Development Permit Area (DPA-5) – Hazardous Conditions – Steep Slopes 

(In accordance with City of Courtenay Zoning Bylaw No. 2500, 2007) 

The following checklist provides a quick reference for compliance with DPA-5 guidelines to establish a process for hazard 
assessment over those areas that are susceptible to land slippage and ensure that development is protected from such 
hazardous conditions. 

To approve an application for a Development Permit Area (DPA) the development project must meet the guidelines set 
out in the DPA. If the guideline can not be met or the guideline appears not to apply, the applicant must clearly explain 
why, by providing a written explanation in the section provided in this form or as a separate letter of rationale. 

How to Use This Checklist: 

For each guideline listed in the table below, please indicate one of the following: 

o Yes – Your project complies with the guideline.
o Not Applicable – The guideline does not apply to your specific project.
o No – Your project does not comply with the guideline.

Important: Incomplete checklists will be rejected and result in delayed (or inactive) applications. 

Project Address: Date: 

Applicant: Signature: 

Agent: Signature: 

The guidelines are organized into ‘General’ guidelines. ‘General’ guidelines are expected to apply to most
applications. Please read the section headings carefully and ensure that items marked ‘Not Applicable’ or ‘No’ are 
explained in writing. See Map 7 of the DPA-5 guidelines. 

GENERAL GUIDELINES – Site planning Yes 
Not 

Applicable 
No 

1. Land shall be safe for the intended use or measures required for the land to be
safe for the intended use shall be provided.

2. A report shall be provided, completed by a professional engineer or geoscientist
experienced in geotechnical engineering, indicating the land is safe for the
intended use or measures required for the land to be safe for the intended use,
following the Development Permit Area guidelines.

3. Development shall be designed to minimize any alterations to the steep slope and
to reflect the site rather than altering the site to reflect the development.

4. Where risk slope stabilization measures are proposed, bioengineering
approaches should be proposed prior to hard engineering solutions.

5. Buildings or permanent structures shall not be constructed in areas subject to
steep slope hazardous conditions.
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6. Buildings and structures shall be sited in accordance with setbacks determined by
the City or a geotechnical report by a qualified professional.

7. As much as possible, the site should be designed to avoid the need for retaining
walls.

8. Existing vegetation should be maintained to absorb water, minimize erosion and
protect the slope.

9. Natural slopes of 30 per cent or more should be maintained as natural open
space.

10. Disturbed slopes shall be revegetated where gullied or bare soil is exposed as per
a qualified professional’s report.

11. Fill, excavated material, sand or soil should be avoided near the top of slope.

12. Section 219 restrictive covenants may be required for areas that have been
identified as hazardous.

13. The alteration of land, including vegetation, subdivision, or construction of,
addition to or alteration of a building or structure should be in accordance with any
required professional engineer or geoscientist report including any measures
specified for the land to be safe for the intended use.

WRITTEN EXPLANATION 
Please use the section below (or include a separate letter of rationale) to describe how your development application 
meets the overall intention of the guidelines. If you have marked guideline(s) as “Not Applicable” or “No”, you must 
explain clearly why this is the case for your proposed development. 

Missing information from your Compliance Checklist means it is incomplete, which prevents your application 
from proceeding until the issue is resolved. 
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