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The process as described will be key to identifying key priority investment areas in Courtenay’s park
playground system, including considerations and opportunities to consolidate investments. As per the PPDS,
there are likely areas that are well-served by playgrounds, that through the reduction of playground
infrastructure or integration of alternative play strategies that are less capital intensive (i.e. nature based
play), the City can increase its investment in certain locations in order to achieve higher quality play
experiences.

The Park Playground Design Standards
The PPDS provides nine standards that will direct the development and enhancement of Courtenay's park
playgrounds, and are aligned with the vision and guiding principles established through the engagement and
research process. Each design standard is accompanied by background and rationale, key elements to be
implemented, and additional considerations such as public art, playground themes, and elements that reflect
the unique local character of the Courtenay region.

The nine standards are:
1. Accessible and Inclusive Design: Plan welcoming inclusive, fun play environments for all ages and

abilities.
2. Siting the Playground: Integrate the playground seamlessly with the park and surrounding

neighbourhood.
3. Pathways and Connectivity: Provide safe, well-connected paths of travel to access park playgrounds.
4. Boundaries and Enclosures: Assess site features to determine appropriate boundaries and levels of

enclosure.
5. Playground Surfacing and Edging: Implement resilient, easy to maintain, inclusive surfacing and

edging.
6. Play Elements and Opportunities: Provide a wide range of play opportunities for all to enjoy.
7. Trees and Planting: Integrate shade trees and planting areas surrounding playgrounds.
8. Supporting Amenities: Provide a range of supporting amenities to activate park playgrounds.
9. Programming: Encourage community use of park playgrounds with diverse programming.

The playground standards are structured based on three playground classifications: community,
neighbourhood, and nature play areas. The standards articulate what features and amenities are to be
included in all park playgrounds and other special features that are prioritized for Community Park
Playgrounds, as these serve residents from across the city and beyond, as depicted in the following flow chart
(Image 3). In addition to providing guidance on play structure elements and other design considerations, the
standards provide recommendations on the supporting amenities that should be included in park playground
designs.
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